
Page 1   A report on Managing Business and Professional Life Webinar 

 

Report on the Hybrid Bilingual Managing Business and Professional Life Webinar 

Held on Thursday, October 28, 2021 at the World Vision Multipurpose Auditorium and on 

ZOOM Platform. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Vision of the Institute for Christian Impact (ICI) is to see the Church in Africa engaging 

biblically and effectively with the complex realities of the African context. The Mission of the 

Institute for Christian Impact (ICI) is to serve the Church in Africa through equipping young 

Christian professionals to bear witness to Christ in all spheres of life.  

These are challenging times, amid the COVID19 pandemic. Individuals and businesses alike 

have suffered its effects. In such challenging times, there is a unique opportunity for God to 

demonstrate His power and manifold wisdom through the life and witness of Christians in the 

workplace. 

It is with this in view that the ICI 

held a hybrid (online and studio) 

bilingual webinar on the 28
th
 of 

October 2021 at the World Vision 

International Multipurpose 

Auditorium. The theme for this 

webinar was: Managing 

Business and Professional Life 

with Kingdom Perspectives in 

Challenging Times. We were 

grateful to have Mr. Romeo 

Bugyei (C.E.O, IT Consortium, 

Ghana) as the keynote speaker 

for the webinar and Professor Bell 

Ihua (Exec. Dir., African Polling 

Institute, Abuja-Nigeria) as the key 

respondent. Madame Nana Afua Okoh (Board Member, World Vision Ghana) served as 

chairperson for the event, and Mr. Bright Nana Kojo Aboagye Obeng of GHAFES facilitated the 

Q&A session.  

The Managing Business and Professional Life Webinar drew the participation of more than 

eighty (80) professionals from all walks of life on both Zoom and Facebook. We had, among the 

participants, three (3) persons from the Francophone countries. 
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WELCOME 

The webinar opened with a welcome by Mrs. Irene 

Asiedu, who then invited Dr. Femi Adeleye, Executive 

Director of ICI to address the audience. In his welcome 

address, Dr Adeleye highlighted the times in which we 

are and its effect on humanity with prime focus on Africa. 

He further emphasized on the role of ICI and introduced 

the theme of the webinar by emphasizing the importance 

of such a webinar in encouraging participants to keep 

going even in challenging times. Afterwards, he gave a 

brief profile of the chairperson and introduced her to the audience. 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S OPENING REMARKS 

Madam Nana Afua is a Chartered Accountant specialized in taxation. She is a member of the 

Institute of Accountants, Scotland, and Chattered Institute of Taxation in Ghana. She is actively 

involved in consultation for cross-sector and international clients. 

Nana Afua has served in various capacities and most recently 

completed a two-term role with the United Nations on the Sub- 

Committee of Extractive Industries Taxation for Developing 

Countries. She is currently a Board Member of World Vision Ghana. 

She is a committed Christian and fellowships with the Trinity Baptist 

Church.  

Madam Nana Afua accepted the call to chair the webinar and 

expressed her keen interest in the theme with much excitement. 

She spoke briefly on the impact of COVID-19 pandemic and 

implored the audience to pay close attention to the exposition as she invited the keynote 

speaker.  

 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Mr. Romeo Bugyei, C.E.O of IT Consortium Ghana, was the keynote speaker. He has over 20 

years of Executive Leadership experience in Consulting, Insurance and Technology and has 

contributed to the transformation of many companies. He currently chairs the governing council 

of the Technology Chamber of Ghana and has been an important voice of issues related to the 

digitization of the Financial Ecosystem of Ghana. Notably, Mr. Bugyei is a committed Christian 

who believes in the Lordship of Jesus Christ and fellowships with 

the Legon Interdenominational Church. 

He expounded on the theme: Managing Business and 

Professional Life with Kingdom Perspectives in Challenging 

Times. In his exposition, Mr. Bugyei mentioned that, for 

Christians, every time is a challenging time especially in 

business, notwithstanding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

He approached the topic in three ways: 1) Managing Business, 

2) Professional Life and 3) Kingdom Perspective. He drew 

inspiration from Colossians 3:23 and Colossians 3:17. Using practical examples and personal 

experiences, he stressed the need to use Jesus’ principles in doing business (c.f. 2 Corinthians 

5:15: and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for 

him who for their sake died and was raised.)  
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Mr. Bugyei indicated that for one to do business according to Jesus’ principles, one must first be 

with Him and see his/her dealings as a service to God – Jesus must be at the centre of it all. He 

mentioned that such a path can be a difficult one due to the possible loss of material gain. 

However, one must always have an eternal perspective.  

Also, he entreated business owners to treat their staff fairly (c.f. James 5:4: Behold, the wages 

of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out 

against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.)  

 

RESPONDENT’S REPLY 

Professor Bell Ihua, Executive Director of the African Polling Institute, Abuja-Nigeria was the key 

respondent. He is one of Nigerians leading public opinion pollsters and was appointed a visiting 

Professor of Practice in Opinion Research. He has had a diverse career with over eighteen (18) 

years professional experience in public opinion polling, social research among others. He has led 

teams of researchers to consult with the World Bank, British Embassy, German Embassy, and 

others in the last seven (7) years. 

In response to the plenary address, Professor Ihua mentioned that challenging times extends 

beyond the COVID-19 pandemic as Africa especially is 

suffering from economic difficulties, climate change, food 

insecurity, and drought, among other concerns. 

Professor Ihua encouraged participants to focus on what 

opportunities these challenging times bring us as 

solution-oriented people. He anchored his thoughts on 

Biblical characters like Daniel, Nehemiah and David as 

they too lived in challenging times. He provided statistics 

on how some businesses have greatly evolved during 

these challenging times, and noted that this should serve 

as an encouragement for us to contribute to our 

communities regardless the times we are in. He also 

iterated that as believers, we should be able to trust God to entrust us with ideas that can 

contribute to the society and generate wealth for the kingdom of God as well.  
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He concluded by saying that we are in the time 

when Africa is rising and, in the kingdom, we are 

looking for sons and daughters that will make 

tangible contributions to societies such that even 

unbelievers will be awed and believe in their 

solution. 

 

INTERACTIVE SESSION (Q&A) 

The interactive session was moderated by Mr. 

Bright Nana Kojo Aboagye Obeng, Campus 

Ministry Director for the Ghana Fellowship of 

Evangelical Students. Below are some highlighted 

comments from the Q&A session: 

 There is a need to engage like minded Christians and serve as an encouragement to live the 

Christ-centred life by not being quiet about what we believe in. 

 As believers, we should join groups that connect on professional basis with kingdom 

perspectives. 

 In attempting to live the Christian centred life in an environment where Christian principles are 

not upheld, we will face challenges. However, we must trust the one in whom we have 

believed that He will be with us and stay through with us until victory emerges. 

 

CHAIRPERSON’S CLOSING REMARKS 

The Chairperson appreciated the speakers for their insightful thoughts on the theme and thanked 

the audience for their contributions. In closing, she repeated the words of Professor Ihua: “We 

must look for opportunities to come up with solutions to the Glory of God” and in the words of Mr. 

Bugyei, she said, whatever we do, we do in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. She 

encouraged all to carry the mandate of spreading the word of God by living the life that our Lord 

has taught us in His word, applying it in everything we do especially, our businesses.  

 

CONCLUSION 

To God’s glory, the webinar was successful and met not just the expectation of the organizing 

team but satisfied the ethos of ICI. With careful observation, attention to participants reaction and 

feedback, we are confident our audience left encouraged to be a source of light in the 

marketplace and live out the Christ-centred life. 
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